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Slovenia will soon be the 3rd country to 
assume and complete the current Trio 
Presidency, succeeding Germany & 
Portugal. What priorities will Slovenia set 
for its presidency?

Slovenia will focus on four key priorities, 
namely: (a) resilience, recovery and the 
strategic autonomy of the EU, (b) 
Conference on the Future of Europe, (c) 
Rule of law and equal criteria for all, (d) a 
credible and secure EU, capable of ensuring 
security and stability in its neighbourhood. 

As the first priority, Slovenia will focus mostly 
on resilience to possible future shocks, such 
as pandemic, cyberattacks etc. We saw that 
the EU is vulnerable if it is not prepared for a 
crisis. Slovenia will then try to focus mostly 
on means of early reaction to and 
prevention of crises, to be capable to react 
to possible crises even before they could 
evolve. 

The second priority is to promote the 
discussions on the future of Europe. Europe 
is our home, and we would like to 
contribute to its development. To do so, it is 
necessary to know what our citizens want. 
We should not forget that we have been 
stating for years that the EU should be 
“closer to the people”. Nevertheless, 
especially in times of crises it seems that the 
EU is detached from its people and their 
daily challenges. That is why Slovenia wants 
to bring the EU and its activities closer to 
the people – firstly with an inclusive debate 

on its future, but then also by actions that 
are going to be adopted by future 
presidencies.

The third priority is the rule of law and equal 
criteria for all. In the EU dictionary we still 
debate about member states and new 
member states, which is wrong. We should 
leave such wording out and try to focus on 
the uniqueness of the EU which reflects the 
“United in diversity” motto. I do not 
recommend focusing on unity and a single 
approach, I would rather opt for same 
standards, requirements, and frames, while 
respecting each Member State’s (cultural) 
particularities. The EU values are our 
common values, and the rule of law and 
democracy are a central part of them. That 
is why we should aim at strengthening these 
values and setting single standards on the 
perception of the rule of law and 
democracy.

INTERVIEW WITH Socialists & 

Democrats MEP Milan BRGLEZ
Member of the Committee on Employment & Social Affairs

Member of the Delegation to the EURussia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee
Substitute of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health & Food Safety Committee

Substitute of the Delegation for relations with the People’s Republic of China
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Finally, Slovenia chose to focus on the role 
of the EU in its neighbourhood. The 
“inward” look should become an “outward” 
one if the EU wants to affirm itself as a 
relevant and credible actor in the current 
(geo)political constellation. For Slovenia, 
since its membership in the EU, the Western 
Balkans present an important part of Europe 
that should have a European perspective. I 
regret to note that the EU does not seem to 
realise the importance of the accession of 
the Western Balkans to the EU. We should 
not forget that the EU membership of these 
countries is not only “their” interest, but it is 
also “our” interest – the interest of the 
Union as a whole.

The EC will publish its "Fit for 55" 
package on 14 July, which aims to reduce 
emissions by 55% in 2030 and pave the 
way to carbon neutrality by 2050. It will 
include several measures to thoroughly 
revise the EU's different sectorial policies 
related to the achievement of the climate 
goals. Which challenges does Slovenia 
see regarding alternative fuels and e-
mobility, and how does it intend to tackle 
them?

We have a large debate in Slovenia on how 
to deal with these issues since the EU is still 
too carbon inefficient. Alternative sources 
are relevant, but states must decide for 
them. The decision should be made as soon 
as possible since it takes some years to 
establish/built such alternative sources of 
energy. Still, the role of energy mix should 
be considered as Slovenia is 40 % reliant on 
nuclear, 30 % renewable and 27 % fossil 
energy resources. Therefore, transition from 
coal could have considerable economic and 
social consequences, not just for the two 
traditional Slovenian coal mining regions, 
but for the Slovenian economy. On the 
other hand, Slovenia is strongly committed 
to the perseveration of nature and its 
waters, which pose an additional challenge 
to hydro-renewables, for example. 
Therefore, investment in adequate 
renewables according to Slovenia’s 
capabilities should be promoted, taking into 
consideration also cross-border alternatives, 

which cold incentivise the spirit of unity in 
the EU.

How will Slovenia address the social 
aspect of the green deal in terms of e.g., 
workers in the automotive or non-clean 
energy sector who will be affected by the 
changeover?

It will be a challenge, which calls for 
immediate planning and strategic foresight, 
as well as a strong social dimension to the 
green and digital transition. I hope that the 
Slovenian government will take advantage 
of the opportunity to include this strategic 
foresight already in its national plan in the 
framework of the Recovery and Resilience 
facility. It is true, Slovenia has a very diverse 
sector of smart technologies. However, it is 
difficult to expect that manual workers could 
be swiftly retrained, reskilled, upskilled in 
the way they could be reemployed the high-
tech sector. The automotive industry in 
Slovenia is partially dependent on what will 
happen in Germany and in France, since we 
are more providers … taking this into 
consideration we hope that the automotive 
industry in Germany/France will make larger 
steps towards greener measures.

When do you see the final move away 
from combustion cars in the context of 
the green transition?

Ufff. That is a hard question. Let’s try to 
predict. In 2035. I am hoping this will 
happen earlier, but I am not too optimistic.
 
What is your position on the European 
sustainable corporate governance 
proposal, and how far is the EU willing to 
go to protect human rights at the 
expense of global competitiveness?

The EU must lead by example to demand 
the respect for human, environmental and 
other rights from other, non-EU actors. The 
proposal for an EU directive on sustainable 
corporate governance which would also 
cover human rights, and should be 
presented by the Commission this year, 
would be an important step towards 
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creating a level playing field among all 
companies operating on the EU market. The 
competitiveness cannot be built or 
maintained on exploitation, violation of 
human rights, workers standards or 
environmental degradation. This is simply 
unacceptable and should be a red line in all 
internal EU policies as well as in external 
actions.

Due to ongoing tensions concerning 
human rights the EU is halting the long-
negotiated investment agreement with 
the People's Republic of China for the 
time being. In which direction will Europe 
steer its economic and political relations 
with China under the Slovenian 
Presidency?

We have to accept the fact that China is an 
important global power in the multipolar 
international community, and we should 
take into consideration its ideas, activities, 
as well as its interests. What I am missing is 
a single/common or at least coordinated 
approach of the EU towards China. I think 
more resources should be invested to 
formulate a European position on Chinese 
activities in Europe and in the global arena.

What about the EU-Russia relations?

The EU should enhance its dialogue with 
Russia. Theories of International Relations 
teach us that the spiral of sanctions does 
not lead to positive results. We should break 
the cycle of sanctions, invest in building 
trust and engage in an intense dialogue 
with Russia.

In the hope that the pandemic will finally 
come to an end and travelling in Europe 
can begin again, which place in Slovenia 
do we absolutely have to visit on our next 
holiday and what cultural tradition should 
we not miss out on?

Many things. Can you name a country in 
which you can travel from mountains to the 
sea and take a bath within two hours? Or 
from green valleys to climbing mountains? 
The places you absolutely have to see and 
experience when in Slovenia are: Ljubljana, 
the capital, Bled and Bohinj, with their 
beautiful glacial lakes, the Gorenjska region 
with its Alpine Mountain range; Štajerska 
and Dolenjska with their lovely hills and 
green nature; Prekmurje with the best food 
and hospitable people; and finally, the 
coastal area with the Adriatic Sea, a lot of 
sun and Mediterranean food. I am sure that 
wherever you go to Slovenia, you will be a 
welcome and well-received guest.



7

INTERVIEW WITH European People’s 
Party MEP Franc Bogovic

The agriculture budget is the largest 
component of the EU budget. A common 
agricultural policy in the EU has been the 
subject of dispute for a long time. How 
do you reflect on the negotiations and 
which focus will Slovenia have regarding 
the implementation of its own National 
Plan?

The Common Agricultural Policy of the EU 
(CAP) is very important, and its priorities 
have been changing all the time: first it was 
about producing food, but today, the green 
architecture has a much greater weight. This 
shift towards greener agriculture is a major 
debate between the Commission, the 
Parliament, and the Council.

The Commission has several environmental 
and climate ambitions within the Green 
Deal mainly reflected through the Farm to 
Fork Strategy and the Biodiversity Strategy. 
All these ambitions are also reflected in the 
reform of the CAP.

I am very glad that the negotiations on the 
CAP have come to an end and that an 
agreement has been reached under the 
Portuguese presidency. Reaching this 
agreement now was crucial, so that there 
are no major delays in its implementation. 
The new CAP starts in 2023 and any delay 
would mean postponing it by one year 
which could put its climate ambitions in 
danger.

I have an agricultural background; I am in 
fact a farmer and former minister of 

agriculture and environment in Slovenia. 
Therefore, I understand even more the 
importance of the harmonization of EU 
priorities into the national CAP strategic 
plans. One of the big problems in Slovenia 
today, though, is the generational renewal: 
there is a need to attract as much people as 
possible to continue with the business.

In Slovenia we are working on the topic of 
smart villages, targeting more digitalization 
in agriculture and regional development. 
There is also a lot of debate about food self-
sufficiency (vegetables, pork, and other 
goods, we should produce more of them). 
Through this ‘smart villages’ strategy, we can 
also count on funds in rural areas such as 
the LEADER program. In Slovenia, we work 
a lot on this.

Another big debate is climate change and 
the active fight through protecting 
agricultural production concerning the 

Franc BOGOVIČ

Former Minister of Agriculture and Environment in Slovenia
Member of the Committee on Regional Development

Substitute of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy
Substitute of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
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irrigation systems. We have a lot of water in 
Slovenia, but not a lot of irrigation systems. 
This year, there was a big frost that lowered 
drastically the productions.

Now that the negotiations on the CAP 
legislation are concluded, we can clearly see 
in which direction we must go at the national 
level. I’m sure our national CAP strategic 
plan will be prepared before the end of the 
year and would as such give our farmers 
much needed clarity for the future. 

Regarding Mercosur, critics argue that the 
Agreement would cause further 
deforestation for the mass-production of 
cheap soy and meat, without respecting 
local agricultural structures and animal 
welfare. What is your and Slovenia’s 
position on the Mercosur Agreement and 
how should Europe engage in dealing 
with the agreement?

The Mercosur agreement is very 
controversial and involves many complex 
issues: deforestation, GMO-s, and the use of 
antibiotics. All this goes in the opposite 
direction of EU’s sustainable agriculture 
strategies and climate goals. Therefore, I am 
very reserved about the agreement, 
especially after hearing that the EU is 
planning to allocate one billion euros to 
European farmers as a compensation for its 
negative consequences. I am a farmer and 
we farmers do not like it when we are being 
compensated for damages other than 
natural disasters or market distortions.

Moreover, Slovenia has one of the lowest 
rates of antibiotic use within the EU, which is 
also why we are rather reserved in this 
respect. I spoke with Minister Podgoršek 
about this issue and I do not expect a big 
breakthrough here, since other EU member 
states like Austria and France are reluctant as 
well. The Covid pandemic has also shown 
that we need to think more about our own 
production in Europe and rely less on South 
America and other third countries. We need 
to rethink all these dynamics linked to 
Mercosur since they heavily affect the 
European economy and especially the 

agricultural sector, which is the most 
vulnerable. This also explains what makes 
this agreement so delicate that the 
negotiations have taken more than 20 years. 

Slovenia has emphasised that health will 
be one of the highest priorities during the 
Presidency. How does Slovenia want to 
achieve a coherent and coordinated phase 
out of Covid restrictions and create more 
resilience for the future? What role has 
the creation of a European Health Union, 
which is advocated by Slovenia, in this 
context?

I think the right approach is a collective 
response at the EU level. It is very important 
that we now get access to enough vaccines 
to immunise 70% of the EU’s population as 
fast as possible. This is the number one 
recovery strategy to get the pandemic under 
control. I believe we are on the right track.  
EU member states have already started 
issuing the Covid digital vaccination 
certificates, which will make business and 
travel possible again and give the tourism 
sector a fresh start. A big lesson from the 
pandemic is also the need for a functioning 
production of ingredients for 
pharmaceuticals in Europe to ensure a 
secure supply of these products and rely less 
on production of these ingredients in China 
or India.

The next priority should be the development 
of resilient health systems in the EU member 
states. There were major differences 
between Germany, Italy and France during 
the pandemic, e.g. the capacities  for 
intensive care, which need to be addressed 
accordingly. Therefore, it is of utmost 
importance that each country has its own 
resilient system as a solid foundation for 
future health emergencies. In addition, it is 
essential that we extend the  cross-
border  cooperation between the EU 
member states.  In this context, the new 
debate about the European Health Union 
also arose, which has not been discussed 
extensively until now.
The lesson we have learned is the 
importance of immediate inter-European 



cooperation, which we must now further 
reinforce. This is exactly one of the main 
priorities of the Slovenian Presidency and it 
is why it will support the ambitious proposal 
to establish a Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Agency HERA. 

It is not so widely known, but Slovenia is 
a strong champion in Artificial 
Intelligence. With the newly established 
AI centre in Ljubljana, Slovenia has a 
good basis to take a leading role in this 
field. What challenges do you see 
regarding this?

With the UNESCO’s research centre on 
artificial intelligence in Ljubljana at the 
Joseph Stefan Institute, we have a strong 
dedicated team that has been working on 
artificial intelligence for many years. I am 
confident that this project will enable us to 
provide solutions for many joint European 
ventures on digitalisation in the future. 
There are many possibilities but also some 
issues that we need to consider, such as the 
human control over AI. There are certain key 
areas, such as healthcare, justice, and the 
military, where it is not appropriate to 
replace humans with machines and AI. 
Finding the right level of regulation here is 
the challenge. 

When we go to Slovenia on our next 
holiday, how do you recommend we 
travel around the country, which places 
do you suggest, and which dishes should 
we not miss out on?

First of all, feel heartily welcome to Slovenia. 
The most famous places in Slovenia are 
especially the island of Bled, the capital 
Ljubljana, medieval costal town Piran and 
Postojna Cave, but there are many other 
interesting destinations spread across the 
whole country. Not long ago we hosted the 
cycling “Tour of Slovenia”. With this event, 
Slovenia once again showed itself as a 
green destination, as the race did not take 
place near the most famous tourist places, 
but in the countryside. The cycling 
infrastructure is rapidly improving, therefore 
I would suggest not only visiting the most 

famous tourist attractions, but also explore 
other parts of our beautiful country by bike, 
such as the Karavanke region, or the 
Pannonian Plain. Slovenia is a small country 
of only 20,000 square kilometers, but we 
touch the Adriatic coast of the 
Mediterranean, as well as the Alps, which is 
perfect for a scenic bike journey. It is not 
easy to say what typical Slovenian cuisine is, 
because we have three different climate 
zones with different dishes. In two of them, 
the Pannonian part and the Adriatic part, we 
are excellent wine producers, so I suggest 
trying the excellent wine in the Goriška Brda 
region on the Italian border or in the 
southeastern region Posavje where I come 
from. When it comes to food and you are in 
the Mediterranean region, you can enjoy 
excellent fish and seafood dishes or our 
Slovenian prosciutto “Kraški Pršut”. If you 
are staying in the mountain region, I 
recommend “kranjska klobasa”, a typical 
protected sausage dish from Slovenia. And 
if we talk about sweets, I can only say 
“potica”. It is difficult to translate, but Pope 
Francis knows very well what “slovenska 
potica” is. It is a walnut cake and is 
traditionally prepared at home, but you can 
also get it in restaurants. We are a small 
country, but in Slovenia a two-day holiday 
can quickly turn into a two-week journey 
which will definitely leave you speechless!
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1 Resilience, recovery and strategic autonomy of the EU

Priorities of the
Slovenian Presidency

Strengthening the resilience of the EU to future crises and major emergencies is one of the 
key priorities of the Slovenian Presidency. To this end, Slovenia will focus on the creation of a 
European Health Union. The Presidency wants to make progress on concrete legislative acts 
and cross-border health threats. In addition, Slovenia is awaiting the publication by the 
European Commission of HERA, the European health preparedness and response body, 
which they want to endorse and advance.

Therefore, several events will be held in Slovenia in July and October, focusing on a more 
resilient health system and on shortages of pharmaceuticals.

Furthermore, one of the priorities of the Slovenian Presidency will be to monitor the 
effective implementation of the Next Generation EU instrument and the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility, which both are instruments for mitigating the effects of the Covid-19 
pandemic and accelerating the green and digital transition. Concerning the latter, the focus 
will be put on digital services and markets.

The Slovenian Presidency also wants to put more emphasis on the Commission's action plan 
against cancer.

2 social Justice Values 

The Conference on the Future of Europe is a series of citizen-led debates and discussions that 
will allow people from all over Europe to share their ideas and thus create a space for in-depth 
and inclusive discussions on the changes and future developments of the continent. The 
Conference officially began on 9 May 2021 and will be concluded in the spring of 2022.

The Presidency intends to organize the Bled Strategic Forum in early September in Slovenia, 
which will provide an opportunity to start the first discussions on the challenges the EU is facing. 

3 A Union's way of life, rule of law and equal criteria for all

The Slovenian Presidency plans to pay particular attention to strengthening the rule of law as a 
common European value by conducting an annual dialogue on the state of the rule of law in the 
EU in each Member State to promote a culture of the rule of law. 



Political calendar for the 
next six months

• 1st-2nd: Visit of Slovenia by the College of Commissioners and opening ceremony of 
the Presidency.

• 11th: Parliamentary elections in Bulgaria. The country previously held an election earlier 
in the year (April) but no parties were able to form a government, thus leading to new 
elections.

• 14th: The Commission will present its “Fit for 55 package” comprising mainly of the 
revision of the EU ETS, an amendment to the Renewable Energy Directive, the revision 
of the Directive on the Deployment of Alternative Fuels Infrastructure and the revision 
of the Regulation of CO2 Emission Performance Standards for new passenger cars and 
new light commercial vehicles.

07  |  July

4 Foreign aspects

The other priorities of the Slovenian Presidency include:

• The “Fit for 55” package, which will be presented by the European Commission on 14 
July, for which Slovenia expects to find a general agreement before the end of 2021. 
Specifically, regarding the energy sector, it will pay special attention to electric mobility 
and alternative fuels.

• With respect to the digital transition, it will focus on making progress on issues already on 
the table such as artificial intelligence, the data governance act, roaming, digital services 
or the data act.

• The negative demographic development in the EU is also an important issue from 
Slovenia’s point of view.

• Finally, the Slovenian Presidency wants to engage in strengthening the Schengen area.

The Slovenian Presidency will aim to strengthen transatlantic relations and in order to work 
closely with the United States and NATO. 

As a Balkan country, Slovenia also wants to include the European future of the Western Balkan 
countries and the continuation of the enlargement process in its priorities. For this purpose, it 
will organize the EU-Western Balkans Summit in October. The Presidency's ambition is to make 
regional investments in the areas of economic recovery and resilience in cyber security, 
improving connectivity, implementing greener jobs and ensuring a positive outlook for young 
people.
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• At the end of the year (Q4), the 
Commission will present the long-
awaited Data Act, which aims at 
facilitating access to and use of data, 
including business-to business and 
business-to-government exchange. The 
Commission will also present its proposal 
on a European health data space.

• 23rd-25th: The Publications Office of the 
EU is organising the first online EU Open 
Data Days, including the EU DataViz (data 
visualisation conference for public 
administration) and the EU Datathlon 
(open data competition).

11  |  November

• 16th-17th: European Council

12  |  December

• 12th: Lower Saxony (Germany) will be 
electing county councils, city councils, 
municipal councils and local advisory 
councils. 2021 is known in Germany as 
“Super Election Year” or Superwahljahr 
in German.

• 26th: Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, 
Berlin and Thuringia will hold local 
elections which were originally 
scheduled on 25th April but 
postponed due to the pandemic.

• 26th: German citizens will go to the poll 
on 26 September to elect their new 
Bundestag and thus, indirectly, a new 
federal government. A wind of change 
is coming in Germany as Chancellor 
Angela Merkel will step down from her 
position after 16 years in power.

09  |  September

• 30th: Estonia will elect its new president 
for a five-year term. To be nominated 
as a candidate, an individual must have 
at least one-fifth of MPs behind them, 
i.e. 21 members of the 101-seat 
chamber. The president is chosen by 
Parliament and needs a two-third 
majority (i.e. 67 votes) to be elected.

08  |  August

10  |  October
• 6th: EU-Western Balkans Summit, 

organised by the Presidency.

• 8th-9th: Voters in the Czech Republic 
will go to the polls to elect the 200 
members of the Chamber of Deputies 
(lower house). The newly elected 
members of Parliament will then 
choose the country’s Prime Minister, 
based on the election’s result.

• 20th: Tripartite Social Summit.

• 21st-22nd: European Council.

• 25th-29th: The Commission will organise 
the EU Sustainable Energy Week 
(EUSEW) with the topic “Towards 2030: 
Reshaping the European energy 
system”.



• Slovenia is, right after Venezuela, the greenest country in the world with 56% of its surface 
being protected land.

• The capital, Ljubljana, was awarded Europe’s Greenest Capital in 2016. 

• Due to its proximity to the Alps, the country offers wonderful natural lakes that provide 
opportunities for hiking, meditation or water sports.

• Beekeeping is a way of life: 1 out of every 200 Slovenes is a beekeeper.

• In Slovenia there is roughly one vineyard for every seventy inhabitants. This tradition goes 
back hundreds of years, as Slovenia is known for being home to the oldest vine in the 
world: the Stara Trta, located in Maribor.

• Around 560 brown bears live in their natural habitat which are the forests of the 
Notranjska and Kočevsko regions. 

• Three years is the amount of time you will need if you want to visit one cave a day in 
Slovenia, as there are more than 10.000 in the country.

What about 
Slovenia?
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• The Slavic ancestors of the Slovenes originated in the Carpathian Mountains, and settled 
in the territory that is now Slovenia. In the middle of the 7th century, they formed the first 
Slavic state in history, the independent Duchy of Carantania. 

• Until the 20th century, Slovenian territory was administered by foreign powers, mainly the 
Habsburgs and later the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. After the First World War, Slovenia 
became part of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and then, after the Second World War, part of 
the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

• In 1990, however, a referendum was held in which almost 90% of the electorate voted for a 
secession. On 25 June 1991, Slovenia along with Croatia officially proclaimed its 
sovereignty and independence. The Slovenian constitution, which was adopted the same 
year, established a parliamentary form of government. The new Slovenian nation was 
officially recognised by the international community in January 1992.

• In 2004, Slovenia joined the European Union and became a member of NATO, which was 
followed by its entry into the Eurozone in 2007.

• Now a multicultural country at the crossroads of the Germanic, Italian and Slavic worlds, 
Slovenia is populated by more than 2 million people. Today, Slovenia is the most 
prosperous country of the former Yugoslavia. It has achieved outstanding success in terms 
of both political and economic transformation. The country is particularly characterised by 
a variety of cultures, languages and mountainous landscapes.

• Since 2012, Slovenia is led by President Borut PAHOR, a former MEP with a strong pro-
European stance.

• From July to December 2021, Slovenia will assume its second presidency of the Council of 
the European Union.

History of 
Slovenia



The secret of the Karst dry-cured ham is its 
exclusive drying process. This exceptional 
ham, which has obtained the European 
designation of origin, is made in the 
traditional way of this region. The 
preparation and salting of the meat with the 
coarse salt of the Adriatic Sea until it is 
dried and slowly matured for up to three 
years, are carried out according to 
extremely precise and codified procedures 
in specific drying sheds designed to 
regulate exposure to the wind of the Bora.

Eat, Drink and See
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Potica is one of the most traditional 
Slovenian festive pastries. It is made from 
rolled out sourdough and filled with various 
fillings. Slovenians also enjoy making it 
outside of the holiday season to spoil their 
loved ones.

Prekmurska gibanica is one of the most 
popular desserts in Slovenia, which comes 
from the region located alongside the River 
Mura. Prekmurska gibanica consists of two 
types of dough and four different fillings, 
divided into eight layers, and two kinds of 
icing. Prekmurska gibanica has layers of 
poppy seeds, apple filling, cottage cheese 
filling, walnut filling, and an optional topping 
such as sour cream

Potica
Prekmurska 
gibanica

Karst

TravelTips



Bled is located on the edge of 
the Triglav National Park, which 

was nominated one of the seven 
wonders of the world. In Bled, 
tourists come to enjoy a mild, 

healing climate and thermal lake 
water springs. 

Piran, the town of salt, is located on the 
coast and its salt pans are to this day still 
producing the famous “fleur de sel” by 
using age-old methods. Piran is viewed 
as the most beautiful town on the 
Slovenian coast. 

Maribor

Bled

Maribor, nicknamed the “Alpine City” 
since 2000, is famous for its numerous 
winter sports competitions. Maribor also 
is the city which houses the oldest vine in 
the world, the Stara trta.

Ljubljana, the city of dragons, 
combines the charms of a small town 
with the energy of large European 
cities. On the green hill in the centre of 
the city rises the Ljubljana Castle and 
as you walk through the heart of the 
city you might encounter dragons 
while crossing the Dragon Bridge.Lju

blj
an

a
Piran



Klementina Maze a.k.a. Tina 
the Snow Queen made her 
debut in the Alpine Ski 
World Cup when she was 
not yet of age. Since then 
she won 4 Olympic medals, 
9 rainbow medals, the 2013 
World Cup, 26 victories in 
five different disciplines and 
81 podiums.

In Slovenia, you have the 
possibility to spend the 
night in prison, or at least, 
in what used to be a 
prison: the Celica Hostel 
can be found in Ljubjana.

To celebrate, or scare away, 
the winter, Slovenes wear 

traditional masks and 
costumes in a ritual - called 

Kurentovanje - which has 
been going on for more 

than 50 years around 
February.

Facts

Among basketball talents 
Luka Dončić stands out: a 
professional basketball 
player who joined the Dallas 
Mavericks franchise in the 
National Basketball 
Association (NBA). He is 
widely considered as the 
most talented European 
rising star. He broke all 
records at the very young 
age of 22 and was selected 
as the "rookie of the year" 
in his first year in the NBA in 
2018.

The Slovenian Goran Dragić 
won the national 

championship in 2008 with 
the historical club from 

Ljubljana, namely the Union 
Olimpija. Subsequently, he 

landed in the NBA where he 
earned the nickname “Goran 

the Dragon” with the Miami 
Heat franchise. 

The small village of Sevnica, which was previously known for 
its underwear factory and medieval castle, saw itself propelled 
to the international scenery when its local child, Melania 
Trump, became the 45th First Lady of the United States.
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Some useful words

Hello – Zdravo / Živijo 

Pleased to meet you - Me veseli

Thank you – Hvala

Excuse me ! - Oprostite !

Would you like to dance with me ? – Bi radi plesali z mano ?

Bon appétit ! - Uživajte v obroku !

Cheers ! – Na zdravje !

Slovenes don’t get a hangover, they “have a cat”

Imam mačka

A Slovene won’t say “Bloody Hell!”… He’ll say “Three hundred hairy bears!”

Tristo kosmatih medvedov !

In Slovenia, you don’t ride a rollercoster, you ride a death train!

Vlakec smrti

And you won’t find an hippopotamus at the zoo, but rather a water horse.

Povodni Konj

Čmrlj, meaning Bumblebee, is the longest word without vowels in the Slovenian language



Independent since 1991, Slovenia is known for its great diversity of landscapes. 
Between mountains, lakes and forests, one of the smallest states in Europe has rebuilt 
itself around the promotion and affirmation of an Alpine identity that is dear to it. Thus, 
it is not surprising that mountaineering and skiing are national sports, strongly 
practiced in this European country. 

Triglav Mountain is the embodiment of an old Slavic deity called Triglav, the "three-
headed" god: with his first head he is said to possess the sky, with the second the earth 
and with the third, tilted downwards, the underworld. It is one of the most important 
symbols of Slovenia and is depicted on its flag and also on the logo of the EU Council 
Presidency. The Triglav massif separates Slovenia from Austria and is part of the Julian 
Alps. The peak of Triglav, which reaches 2864 m, is the highest point in Slovenia. 
According to an old custom, every Slovene must climb it at least once in their life.   

Slovenia's symbolic relationship with nature has enabled the Slovenian Presidency to 
place the topic of forests on its agenda. The environmental transition, accompanied by 
a digital transition, is an important point to achieve, alongside a general agreement on 
the Fit for 55 package, which will be the focus of the next six months. 

Finally, Slovenia's rise in the Council of the EU places the country as a distinguished 
interlocutor between its Balkan neighbours and the EU, which gives Slovenia a high 
reputation both amongst its neighbours and its international partners of the EU.

Land of sights

The small village of Sevnica, which was previously known for 
its underwear factory and medieval castle, saw itself propelled 
to the international scenery when its local child, Melania 
Trump, became the 45th First Lady of the United States.
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